
SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS – MODULE 1

Awareness and the 
basics of 
sustainability 
reporting 



Discussions concerning prices, production and future market 

behaviour are prohibited.



Please mute your microphone at the start of the session

⬢ Unmute your microphone if you would like to speak

⬢ Please mute yourself once you have finished your contribution

⬢ If your microphone is accidentally not muted, it may be muted and must be reactivated should you want to 

contribute

Announcing contributions and asking questions

⬢ Please announce your contribution in the chat or raise your hand. Thereafter, you will be called upon.

⬢ If you have questions or comments during the presentation, then you are welcome to type them in the chat

Avoiding background noises

⬢ Please avoid sounds that interrupt the webinar. For instance, please turn off your mobile or set it to silent mode to 

prevent distractions during your contribution or comments.



Agenda



Motivation & 
Legislation

SUSTAINABILITY REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
MODULE 1











Internal perspective External perspective

✓ Overview of relevant topics and the current 
company performance (impact)

✓ Process optimisation (potential cost saving 
measures)

✓ Addressing future issues (changes & risks) 

at an early stage

✓ Employee retention

✓ Strengthening credibility and trust in products 

und locations

✓ Improving company reputation und sales 
opportunities (value chain)

✓ Simplified dialogue with stakeholder groups 

(e.g. financial sector, civil society)





° °





⬢

⬢

⬢

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02004L0109-20230105#page=9
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02013L0034-20230105
https://www.drsc.de/app/uploads/2021/06/210128_CSR-Studie_final.pdf
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Development of the CSRD reporting requirements through delegated acts

Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive

(CSRD, Directive (EU) 2022/2464)

… sustainability reporting through the ESRS

Delegated regulation as outlined in TFEU 

290 for the development of …

Publication as a delegated regulation 

(Delegated regulation (EU) 2023/2772)

Drafting as technical advice for the

European Commission

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022L2464
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302772
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• Overview of the CSRD: DRSC Briefing Paper (GER) 

• Overview of the European Sustainability Reporting Standards (ESRS): DRSC Briefing Paper (GER)
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European Sustainability Reporting Standards (ESRS) 

Cross-cutting ESRS

Topical ESRS

ESRS 1

(General requirements​​)

ESRS 2

(General disclosures)

Environment

ESRS E1

(Climate change​​)

ESRS E2

(Pollution)

ESRS E3

(Water & marine resources​​)

ESRS E4

(Biodiversity & ecosystems​​)

ESRS E5

(Circular economy)

Social 

ESRS S1

(Own workforce)

ESRS S2

(Workers in the value chain)

ESRS S3

(Affected communities)

ESRS S4

(Consumers and end-users)

Governance

ESRS G1

(Business conduct)

Sector-specific ESRS

SEC 1 & 39(?) further ESRS

ESRS for SMEs

Including voluntary 

sustainability reporting 

standards

ESRS for non-EU 

undertakings
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Files under 

development 

by EFRAG

Digital Taxonomy

https://www.drsc.de/app/uploads/2022/07/220704_DRSC_Briefing_Paper_CSRD_final-1.pdf
https://www.drsc.de/app/uploads/2022/11/221124_DRSC_Briefing_Paper_ESRS.pdf
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Indicative timeline

2022 Ab 20262023 2024 2025

EU

• Publication of the CSRD in 

the Official Journal 

EFRAG

• Publication of ESRS Set 1 

ED

EU

• Publication of the 

delegated regulation on 

ESRS Set 1 in the Official 

Journal

EU Commission

• Issuance of the delegated 

regulation on ESRS Set 1

EFRAG

• Start ESRS Q&A Platform

EFRAG

• Publication of the first 

sector-specific ESRS ED, 

ESRS ED LSME, ESRS 

ED VSME & XBRL 

Taxonomy ED

• Publication of 

implementation guidelines 

on ESRS Set 1 regarding 

materiality assessment 

and value chains

EFRAG

• Publication of further 

sector-specific ESRS ED 

and ESRS ED for non-EU 

undertakings

ESMA

• Publication of XBRL 

Taxonomy ED

EU Commission

• Issuance of the delegated 

act on ESRS LSME

• Publication of 

implementing act on the  

XBRL Taxonomy

• Publication of the ESRS 

VSME recommendation

EFRAG

• Publication of further 

sector ESRS ED und 

adjusted XBRL Taxonomy 

ED

ESMA

• Publication XBRL 

Taxonomy ED 

(Development)

EU Commission

• Issuance of the delegated 

act on the first sector-

specific ESRS

• Issuance of the delegated 

act for non-EU 

undertakings
EFRAG SRB Meeting on October 10th 2023

• ESRS ED und XBRL Taxonomy ED from EFRAG (and ESMA) are subject to consultations spanning several months

• Delegated act ED from the EU Commission are (usuually) subject to consultations spanning several weeks

• Until October 2028: Issuance of the delegated act on reasonable assurance in sustainability reporting

ED = Exposure draft

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022L2464
https://www.efrag.org/lab6
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302772
https://www.efrag.org/Assets/Download?assetUrl=%2Fsites%2Fwebpublishing%2FMeeting%20Documents%2F2302241029050867%2F08.01%20EFRAG%202024%20SR%20Work%20programme.pdf
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• Overview of the sector-specific ESRS: DRSC Briefing Paper
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Sector overview*: potential relevant sectors for your industry

Accommodations Agriculture, Farming and Fishing** Building Materials Capital Markets

Chemical Products Construction and Engineering Constructions and Furnishing Credit Institutions

Defence Education Electronics Food and Beverage Services

Food and Beverages Forestry Gaming Health Care And Services

Information Technology Insurance Machinery and Equipment Marketing

Media and Communication Medical Instruments Metal Processing Mining, Coal Mining and Quarrying**

Motor Vehicles Oil and Gas** Road Transport** Other Transportation

Paper and Wood Products Pharma and Biotechnology Power Production and Energy Utilities Professional Services 

Real Estate and Services Recreation and Leisure Sales and Trade Sporting Equipment and Toys

Textiles, Accessories, Footwear and 

Jewelleries
Tobacco Water and Waste Services

*  According to ESRS working paper SEC 1  (14.3.2023)

** Currently being prepared by EFRAG

https://www.drsc.de/app/uploads/2023/04/230414_DRSC_Briefing_Paper_Sektorspezifische_Standards.pdf
https://www.efrag.org/Assets/Download?assetUrl=%2Fsites%2Fwebpublishing%2FMeeting%20Documents%2F2301041622369521%2F04-02%20%20AFF%20working%20paper%20V1%20SR%20TEG%20230313.pdf
https://www.efrag.org/Assets/Download?assetUrl=%2Fsites%2Fwebpublishing%2FMeeting%20Documents%2F2302240933340703%2F05-06%20MQC%20SR%20TEG%20approved%20SRB%20230310.pdf
https://www.efrag.org/Assets/Download?assetUrl=%2Fsites%2Fwebpublishing%2FMeeting%20Documents%2F2302240933340703%2F06-04%20OG%20SR%20TEG%20approved%20ED%20SRB%20230310.pdf
https://www.efrag.org/Assets/Download?assetUrl=%2Fsites%2Fwebpublishing%2FMeeting%20Documents%2F2303171102237789%2F03-05%20ESRS%20RT%20draft%20WP%20SR%20TEG%20230324.pdf
https://www.efrag.org/Assets/Download?assetUrl=%2Fsites%2Fwebpublishing%2FMeeting%20Documents%2F2212281052427035%2F03-02%20-%20ESRS%20SEC%201%20Sector%20Classification%20-%20SRB%2014%20March%202023.pdf
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Structure of sustainability statement (ESRS 1 Appendix F)

Sustainability statement in the management report

(including compliance audit)

General information
• ESRS 2

• Topical ESRS

• Sector-specific ESRS 

Environmental 

information
• Taxonomy Regulation

• ESRS E1-E5

• Sector-specific ESRS 

• Company specific 

information

Social information
• ESRS S1-S4

• Sector-specific ESRS 

• Company specific 

information

Governance information
• ESRS G1

• Sector-specific ESRS 

• Company specific 

information



DRSC

© DRSC e.V. 

CSRD/ ESRS 

21

Structure of the ESRS

Delegated act 2023/2772

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302772
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Materiality assessment (ESRS 1 21)

Delegated act 2023/2772

• Option to justify and explain non-compliance with a 

topical ESRS

• Exception ESRS E1 (Climate change): detailed 

explanation of the results from the materiality 

assessment in the case of ESRS E1 non-compliance

EU Commission, EFRAG SRB Meeting 14 June 2023

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302772
https://www.efrag.org/Assets/Download?assetUrl=%2Fsites%2Fwebpublishing%2FMeeting%20Documents%2F2302241014027635%2FESRS%20-%20presentation%20to%20SRB%2014%20June.pdf
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Transition timeline for the CSRD & ESRS application (ESRS 1 Appendix C)

EU Commission, EFRAG SRB Metting 14. June 2023

https://www.efrag.org/Assets/Download?assetUrl=%2Fsites%2Fwebpublishing%2FMeeting%20Documents%2F2302241014027635%2FESRS%20-%20presentation%20to%20SRB%2014%20June.pdf
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State of the CSRD implementation in the DAX40 companies (Summer 23)

How far has the implementation progressed? (Question 3)

• Materiality assessments are the core of the implementation process

• Note: some firms are highlighting that materiality assessments are based on preliminary ESRS 

and thus are not finalised

• Risk management and ESEF are under consideration by over a quarter of companies 

What is the most challenging part of the implementation process? (Question 4)

• Incomplete legislative process / unclear legal situation / changes between drafts and the final 

ESRS requirements

• Identification of the specific requirements in conjunction with the materiality assessment

• Unclear requirements with regard to audit requirements

Are companies implementing other standards / framework in addition to the ESRS? (Question 5)

• for 75% of companies GRI-Standards remain relevant

• > 50% of companies are considering IFRS sustainability disclosure standards and SASB 

standards, which are not mandatory

https://www.drsc.de/app/uploads/2023/09/20230929_Kurzbericht_DAX-40-Umfrage_ESRS-Implementierung.pdf
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Thanks for your attention

Marco Liepe 

- Project Manager -

liepe@drsc.de

www.drsc.de
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VCI Webinar Series: How can firms master sustainability reporting requirements?

https://finance.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2020-03/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf


https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1804
https://ec.europa.eu/sustainable-finance-taxonomy/taxonomy-compass/the-compass


Wesentlicher  
Beitrag

zu mindestens 
einem von sechs 

Umweltzielen

Sozialen 
Mindestschutz

einhalten

Eligible

Aligned

Note: exemplary presentation Illustrative example

3. Result

https://finance.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2020-03/200309-sustainable-finance-teg-final-report-taxonomy_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2021:443:FULL
https://www.drsc.de/app/uploads/2021/07/210722_EU-Tax-VO_-oekologisch-nachhaltige-Wirtschaftstaetigkeiten-1.pdf


•

⬢



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0852
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0852
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R0852
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R2139
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R2139
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R1214
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022R1214
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R2178
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R2178
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R2178
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302485
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302485
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302486
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302486
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202302486


•

•

•

•

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014L0095
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32022L2464
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→

http://www.vci.de/nh-berichtspflichten
mailto:nh-berichtspflichten@vci.de






https://www.vci.de/services/termine-veranstaltungen/termindetailseite-22.jsp
https://www.vci.de/services/termine-veranstaltungen/termindetailseite-23.jsp
https://www.vci.de/services/termine-veranstaltungen/termindetailseite-22.jsp
https://www.vci.de/services/termine-veranstaltungen/termindetailseite-23.jsp
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