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Run-up to the World Climate Summit in Paris: EID is calling for an ambitious
agreement and for effective carbon leakage protection

“We need a level playing field”
“Since 1990 we have been strongly committed to climate protection. Since then,
the energy-intensive industries of construction materials, chemistry, glass, nonferrous metals, paper and steel have reduced their greenhouse gas emissions by
over 30 percent. But we also need a level playing field for European industry.”
With this statement in the run-up to the World Climate Summit in Paris, EID
spokesman Utz Tillmann advocated an ambitious climate agreement. He said to
journalists in Berlin: “Energy-intensive industries in Europe meet their ambitious
reduction targets – while politicians in many other parts of the world make hardly
any climate protection requirements to their industries. This causes unequal
competitive conditions. In the emission trading reform, European politicians should
reliably prevent production relocations.”
According to EID spokesman Utz Tillmann, the negotiations in Paris are likely to
bring a new climate agreement. However, it is emerging that the CO2 reduction
promises of the international community of states will not be enough to reach the
2oC target. From industry’s perspective Tillmann (also director-general of the
German Chemical Industry Association VCI) identified three prerequisites for the
right framework, as it should be set in a Paris agreement: All decisive emitters
need to commit to comparable reduction contributions. Most importantly, this
includes all G-20 countries. Furthermore, all nations need to introduce uniform
reporting standards for greenhouse gas emissions. Finally, an agreement should
also strive for international market mechanisms, so that European emission
trading can further evolve internationally.
Tillmann was sceptical of Paris fulfilling these prerequisites: “Just like politicians
and NGOs, we have great expectations to the Climate Summit. A functioning
climate protection system is in place in Europe. We are hoping for other regions to
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follow this example. But there are not enough signals of the Paris Summit being
able to lead the European Union out of its climate policy isolation.”
Therefore, European industry will remain saddled with cost burdens that do not
exist anywhere else globally. Against this backdrop, Tillmann urged for an
effective protection of Europe’s competitiveness.
EID managing director Jörg Rothermel pointed out that there are hardly any
regions worldwide where energy-intensive industries have to take concrete climate
protection measures with tangible targets. A climate protection regime that
comprises the entire manufacturing industry is established only in Europe. The
European Commission is currently working on a further tightening of emission
trading, planning yet stricter rules to enter into force in 2021.
Rothermel anticipated that German energy-intensive industries could be faced
with extra costs of over 5 billion euros annually. So far, the European Commission
has found no answers to the carbon leakage problem, i.e. the relocation of
productions for cost reasons. Rothermel: “It simply cannot be that even the most
climate-efficient installations in Europe will have to bear much higher costs in the
future; costs that threaten their economic viability. Therefore, it is essential that the
Commission corrects its draft with European competitiveness in mind.”

Energy-Intensive Industries in Germany (EID) have around 830,000 staff,
accounting for 14 percent of employment in the manufacturing sector. Every job in
the energy-intensive production of basic materials secures about two jobs in other
industries or in the service sector.

-3-

Contact:
German Building Materials Association

German Pulp and Paper Association

Susanne Hoffmann

Gregor Andreas Geiger M.A.

Leiterin Presse- u. Öffentlichkeitsarbeit

Bereichsleiter Presse- u. Öffentlichkeitsarbeit

Phone: +49 30 7261999-21

Phone: +49 228 26705-30

E-Mail: s.hoffmann@bvbaustoffe.de

Fax: +49 228 26705-62

www.bvbaustoffe.de

E-Mail: ga.geiger@vdp-online.de
www.vdp-online.de

Federal Association of the German

German Non-Ferrous Metals Association

Glass Industry

Martin Brüning

Dorothée Richardt

Leiter Kommunikation

Referentin Presse- u. Öffentlichkeitsarbeit

Phone: +49 30 726207-111

Phone: +49 211 4796-331

Fax: +49 30 726207-198

Fax: +49 211 951 37 51

E-Mail: bruening@wvmetalle.de

E-Mail: presse@bvglas.de

www.wvmetalle.de

www.bvglas.de
German Chemical Industry Association

German Steel Federation

Sebastian Kreth

Beate Brüninghaus

Pressesprecher

Leiterin Öffentlichkeitsarbeit

Phone: +49 69 2556-1657

Phone: +49 211 6707-115 (116)

Fax: +49 69 2556-1613

Fax: +49 211 6707-676

E-Mail: presse@vci.de

E-Mail: beate.brueninghaus@stahl-zentrum.de

www.vci.de

www.stahl-online.de

