Verband der VC I
Chemischen Industrie e.V.
Elementar fiir Deutschland
JULY 2026

WORLD CHEMISTRY REPORT

FACTS AND FIGURES ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF PRODUCTION IN THE GLOBAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRY

DEVELOPMENT OF CHEMICAL PRODUCTION IN MAYOR COUNTRIES AND REGIONS

Percentage change against previous year
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PRODUCTION OF CHEMICALS percentage change against previous year
countries and regions 2023 2024 2025 Year to Date Last value
World +1.9 +4.9 +3.8 +2.1 May'26
European Union (EU27) -8.8 +2.2 -2.4 -1.6 May'26
Germany -12.1 +3.0 -3.0 -33 May'26
France -2.6 +1.0 -3.2 +1.8 May'26
Italy -6.7 -0.6 -32 -36 May'26
Netherlands -12.6 -1.0 -4.6 -6.4 May'26
Spain -2.2 +3.5 +0.7 +3.8 May'26
Belgium -9.2 +6.8 -21 -21 Mar'26
Poland -11.9 +7.0 -2.4 -0.4 May'26
Austria -3.8 -4.9 +5.5 -4.1 May'26
Other Europe
Russia +5.3 +4.5 -0.8 -1.6 May'26
Switzerland -33 -12.9 -14 +0.7 Mar'26
United Kingdom -11.0 -0.4 -36 -4.6 Apr'26
Turkey -7.1 +2.0 +2.3 +3.3 May'26
North America
USA -0.7 +0.1 +1.0 -13 May'26
Mexiko -2.8 +0.1 -1.7 -0.9 May'26
Canada -1.1 -0.7 -4.2 -6.6 Apr'26
South America
Brazil -6.0 +3.0 +1.1 -1.6 May'26
Argentina -33 -51 +0.7 +4.3 May'26
Chile -1.7 +5.0 +0.4 +0.4 May'26
Colombia -17.6 -2.3 -0.9 -10.7 Mar'26
Asia
China +9.6 +9.1 +7.9 +5.5 May'26
Japan -6.6 -3.5 -0.9 -4.2 May'26
South Korea -9.3 +2.0 -11 -0.4 May'26
India -1.7 +3.4 +0.1 +0.8 May'26
Taiwan -6.2 +4.3 +1.7 +3.6 Mar'26
Singapore -85 +4.2 -13 -74 May'26
Thailand -15 +4.1 +0.7 -0.6 May'26
Israel -10.1 +8.5 -116 +5.7 Apr'26
Africa
South Africa -4.4 +15 +1.1 +2.0 May'26

Sources: Chemdata International (based on Unido, Eurostat, ACC), VCI note: chemicals excluding pharma, within regions sorted by sales volume
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NORTH AMERICA CHEMICAL PRODUCTION
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PRODUCTION OF PHARMACEUTICALS

percentage change against previous year

countries and regions 2023 2024 2025 Year to date Last value
World +1.5 +4.3 +7.2 -1.8 May'26
European Union (EU27) +7.4 +3.6 +15.4 -14.0 May'26
Germany -31 -24 +4.3 -4.6 May'26
France +0.4 +12.4 +0.2 -34 May'26
Denmark +58.2 +3.4 -15.9 +18.8 May'26
Belgium -229 -5.2 -6.7 +19.0 Mar'26
Italy +7.2 -1.9 +4.4 +3.7 May'26
Spain +2.2 +10.0 +2.1 +3.0 May'26
Netherlands -6.2 +3.8 +3.5 -11.6 May'26
Austria +18.2 +18.0 +25.8 -43 May'26
Poland +8.0 -3.4 +2.2 -3.2 May'26
Other Europe
Switzerland +6.1 +12.0 +10.7 -18.5 Mar'26
United Kingdom -10.1 +1.3 +7.8 +3.8 Apr'26
Russia +0.7 +17.9 +15.7 +12.0 May'26
Turkey +3.1 -7.6 +5.0 +15.2 May'26
North America
USA +4.2 +5.3 +6.2 +1.6 May'26
Canada -4.5 +17.2 -4.9 +0.2 Apr'26
South America
Brazil -1.2 -15 +1.8 +11.8 May'26
Argentina +0.5 -6.6 +8.0 +7.5 May'26
Colombia -0.9 -17 +3.1 +6.7 Mar'26
Chile -5.0 +0.2 -2.1 -1.0 May'26
Asia
China -5.4 +3.0 +2.3 +5.1 May'26
India +4.1 +5.3 +1.7 -0.5 May'26
Japan -0.4 +2.2 +0.8 +3.5 May'26
South Korea +9.5 +19.0 +8.1 +1.8 May'26
Singapore -19.6 -222 +23.9 -29.7 May'26
Pakistan -10.8 +2.5 -0.9 -9.1 Apr'26
Taiwan +5.6 -7.9 +1.2 +3.6 Mar'26
Vietnam +5.9 -0.3 -6.6 +4.5 May'26
Thailand -8.0 -72 +3.7 -0.3 May'26
Israel +14.1 +10.5 -6.7 -27.2 Apr'26
Sources: Chemdata International (based on Unido, Eurostat, ACC), VCI note: within regions sorted by sales volume

S&P GLOBAL BUSINESS SURVEYS FOR MANUFACTURING Global Manufacturing Pulse - July 2026

Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) In July, PMI momentum softened across all three regions.
Although the US recorded the largest decline, it continued
to operate from a stronger expansionary level. It remains
54 likely that recent PMI resilience may reflect supply-chain
risk management and inventory-building activity related to

56

52

ongoing disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz rather than un-
50 derlying demand. The data suggest that business uncertain-
48 ty remains elevated, as companies may continue to respond
" to unresolved geopolitical tensions and supply chain risks.

About the PMI
44

The PMI is widely used to anticipate changing economic and
42 :

market trends and as a barometer for economic performance
40 and business conditions. A number between 0 and 100 indi-

2024 2025 2026 cating the overall health of an economy. A PMI reading over
50 represents economic expansion, and below 50 represents

—United States —Euro Area  —China contraction compared to the month prior.

sources: Macrobond, VCI
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THE VCIP'S BUSINESS INFORMATION
ON THE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY

We regularly analyze the business The VCl regularly publishes reports on We provide comprehensive sets of charts
situation of the chemical industry in and analyses of structural changes in the on the topics of ,Research, development
Germany. in Europe and worldwide. global chemical industry and for a wide and education®, ,Energy, climate protec-
This includes the overall economy and range of key figures and indicators. tion and raw materials“ and ,,Germany

developments in other industries. il Telusing Par: as a land of industry*.

A selection of our business reports: For details, please visit:

Country reports and country-specific
Chemical industry barometer for info

ULV Chemical markets globally

Business Worldwide s Bt

OUERE RS For details, please visit:

For details, please visit:

CONTACT IMPRINT

... for member companies ... for the press: Publisher

Niklas Angelov VCl-Pressestelle Verband der Chemischen Industrie e. V.

Phone: +49 (69) 25 56-14 46 Phone: +49 69 2556-1496 Mainzer Landstrale 55

Email: angelov@vci.de Telefax: +49 69 2556-1613 60329 Frankfurt am Main
presse@vci.de vci@vci.de, www.vci.de
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https://www.vci.de/die-branche/wirtschaftliche-lage/listenseite.jsp
https://www.vci.de/die-branche/zahlen-berichte/listenseite.jsp
https://www.vci.de/die-branche/zahlen-berichte/listenseite.jsp

